Fall 2007

Graduate Institute of Linguistics

Fu Jen Catholic University


Course Syllabus
Syntax 
Instructor & Class Info

Instructor: Zixuan Li (李子瑄)
E-mail: 069292@mail.fju.edu.tw
Course Time: Wednesday 9:00 – 12:00 a.m.
Office Hours: By appointment

Website: http://140.136.213.100/claroline173
Readings:
1. Textbook: Haegeman, Liliane. (1994) Introduction to Government & Binding Theory. Blackwell, Oxford. 

2. Papers: We will also read several shorter papers.  Photocopies of these will be made available in class.
Grading:
Participation 10%

Assignments 30%

Mid-term Exam 30%
Final Exam 30%
Course Goals and Requirements

The course aims to give students the ability to address questions regarding the syntactic properties that are shared by natural languages (as well as those that distinguish them) in a precise and informed way.
The topics cover principles that govern phrase structure (the composition of phrases and sentences), movement (dependencies between syntactic constituents), and binding (the interpretation of different types of noun phrases).  Although most of the evidence discussed in the class will come from both English and Mandarin, evidence from other languages will also play an important role in keeping with the comparative and universalistic perspective of modern syntactic theory.

The expected contribution of students to class includes: regular class attendance and participation, completion of readings and assignments, 2 tests, and one final paper (5–10 pages). The final paper may be a critical discussion of some particular syntactic arguments or constructions, or an application of an analysis to a non-English language.

Syllabus


Week 1

Introduction and Foundations


Week 2

Constituent Structure


Week 3

Phrase Structure (X-bar Theory)


Week 4

Case theory


Week 5

Anaphoric Relations and Overt NPs

Week 6

Non-overt Categories: PRO and Control

Week 7

NP-movement

Week 8

-ditto-


Week 9

Midterm Exam


Week 10
Wh-movement


Week 11
-ditto-


Week 12
An Inventory of Empty Category


Week 13
Logical Form


Week 14
Barriers


Week 15
Functional heads and head movement


Week 16
Relativized Minimality


Week 17
-ditto-


Week 18
Final Exam
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