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課程目標
	This course aims at a general introduction to semantics and further applications. At the preliminary stage students will learn to establish a comprehensive understanding about basic principles of semantics. Then at the second part of the course students will learn about the ways to apply what they have learned from theory class to many small but meaningful research issues. Through these real life issues and projects students will be given a chance to re-examine their understanding of semantics.   
 

	 
 
 
 
 
課程綱要
 
 
 
 
 
	 
Part I  Preliminaries
1.      Reference and sense
2.      Utterances, sentences and propositions
3.      Literal and non-literal meanings
4.      Semantics and pragmatics 
5.      Summary + Excercises
Part II Word meaning and lexicography 
1.      Words and grammatical categories( a comparative study)
2.      Lexical relations(homonymy and polysemy…)
3.      Inflectional and derivational relations
4.      Summary + Excercises
Part III Further issues
1.      Sentence semantics and logic proposition
2.      Comparing aspect across languages
3.      Modality and Evidentiality
4.      Summary + Excercises
Part IV Theory and Theory Application
1.      Functions of language
2.      Jakobson’s theory of metalanguage
3.      Austin’s speech act theory
4.      Forty years of Semantic studies on Chinese
 

	 
授課方式
 
	In each session students will come prepared and will discuss assigned reading materials. In class meetings students will take the role of discussion leader at turns according to a fixed schedule and present their research findings and other results.
 

	 
 
 
教材
	 
1.     Saeed, John I. 1997. Semantics. Oxford: Blackwell Publishers Ltd.

2.     Dummett Michael.1981. Frege: Philosophy of Language. Harvard University Press.

 

	 
成績評量
 
	Class performance, active participation and paper presentation are determinative factors for the term grade of individual students.
 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


