COURSE: Topic in Sociolinguistics / Variation Analysis
CODE: 

CREDITS: 3

TERM:  2007 Spring

INSTRUCTOR: Chan, Hui-chen

CLASS HOURS: Wed. 1:40-4:30 p.m.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course is to provide an examination of language variation and change (on sentence level as well as discourse level) in social context. Three disciplines are included: (1) theories of linguistic variation, (2) interactions of social factors (ethnicity, age, gender, education, class, style) and linguistic variation and change, and (3) sociolinguistic field methods related.       
The course will begin with some fundamental epistemological assumptions in linguistics.  Next comes an overview of the basics linguistic and sociolinguistic variation theories.  Then, the course will move on to some studies of syntactic variation and change by sociolinguists and linguists outside of sociolinguistics to examine their assumptions, goals, and methodology.  The last part of this course will be devoted to considerations of the controversies and problems encountered in linguistic variation analysis.

REQUIREMENTS

1. readings and annotated bibliography (30%)

2. term project (50%)

3. participation and presentation (20%)
PREREQUISITE

One introductory course in sociolinguistics (undergraduate level or graduate level)
READINGS:  Reading packet
SYLLABUS

Week 1    Course Description

Week 2    Assumptions  
Week 3    Assumptions

Week 4    Basics of sociolinguistic non-variation theory

Week 5    Asociolinguistic theories of variation and change

Week 6    Spring Break 

Week 7    Sociolinguistic theories of variation and change

Week 8    Sociolinguistic theories of variation and change

Week 9    Variable Rules

Week 10   Field Methods

Week 11   Examples
Week 12   Examples

Week 13   Controversies 

Week 14   Controversies

Week 15   Applications

Week 16   Oral presentation of Term Project
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