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Romantic Scientific Aspects of
Biosemiotics

Gabriel Hong"

Abstract

Since a comprehensive introduction to a multifaceted
interdisciplinary complex such as biosemiotics is hardly realistic within
the given framework, this paper intends to present only certain aspects
of biosemiotics from a romantic scientific point of view. Following a
brief introduction of methodology in romantic science, this paper
continues with the section on justification for a special issue of
biosemiotics in a journal specialized in Chinese and Foreign Literature.
For language development is inseparable from learning of relevant
knowledge, therefore introducing important thoughts embedded in a
foreign language and culture is an inevitable mission for foreign
language scholars. And in context of history of science and semiotics,
biosemiotics is a promising new field with broad interdisciplinary
connections. How the thoughts of Jakob von Uexkiill (1864-1944,
regarded as the founder of biosemiotics) evolved can be traced in
context of his publications. Many distinguished scholars in various
disciplines such as Darwin, Lorenz, Lenneberg, MacLean, Hebb, Piaget,
Kandel, Lieberman, Jenkins, Deacon, Marshall & Warren—among
them are some Nobel prize winners—shared and elaborated important
thoughts in biosemiotics. It is readily observable that with its
encompassing framework and direct or indirect supporters from
across various disciplines, biosemiotics is becoming a remarkable
interdisciplinary field and promising weltanschauung for better life and
ecology.

Keywords: biosemiotics, romantic science, Jakob von Uexkiill, history
of western thought, theoretical biology, semiotics, animal cognition and
behavior, Umweltforschung, neurocognition, nature and culture
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